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ABSTRACT

This study explores barriers and facilitators
of electoral participation for Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) in Rajasthan, India,
based on a State-Level Consultation held in
April 2018. Drawing on national and
international  frameworks, it outlines
strategies to promote inclusivity in
elections, emphasizing systemic changes
and policy interventions. Key
recommendations include legal reform,
adoption of technology, and community
engagement to ensure accessible elections.
The findings provide actionable steps
toward inclusive democracy, highlighting
global best practices and contextual
recommendations for India.

Keywords: Electoral participation, Persons
with Disabilities, Inclusive democracy,
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INTRODUCTION

Democracy is founded on the principle of
inclusivity, yet for marginalized
communities such as Persons with

Disabilities (PwDs), barriers to participation
persist. The 2011 Census of India identifies

guarantees and legislative frameworks, the
inclusion of PwDs in the electoral process
remains a significant challenge.

The State-Level Consultation on Electoral
Participation of PwDs, held in Jaipur on
April 16, 2018, was a landmark event
organized by the Election Department of
Rajasthan. It aimed to align with the
Election Commission of India’s (ECI) 2018
theme of ‘Accessible Elections’ by
addressing the barriers faced by PwDs and
proposing actionable strategies for their
inclusion. The workshop brought together
policymakers, disability rights
organizations, election officials, and PwD
representatives to develop a roadmap for
accessible elections.

LITERATURE REVIEW

National Frameworks:

» Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016 (RPWD Act):

This act significantly advanced legal

protections for PwDs, expanding recognized

disabilities and mandating public

accessibility, including during elections
(Section 11).
» National Policy for Persons with

Disabilities, 2006:
It advocates for barrier-free access and

2.68 crore individuals as living with active political participation of PwDs,
disabilities, representing 2.21% of the positioning them as integral contributors to
population. Despite constitutional ~ the democratic process.
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International Frameworks:

» UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (UNCRPD), 2008:

Article 29 emphasizes the political rights of

PwDs, including the right to vote and be

elected.

Help America Vote Act (HAVA), 2002,

USA:

» A comprehensive U.S. law ensuring
PwDs have access to voting systems and
polling stations.

Global Case Studies

» Canada: Uses tactile ballots, Braille, and
sip-and-puff voting devices.

» Belgium: Pioneered Braille ballot papers
and accessible polling stations.

» Australia: Deployed mobile polling units
and voting apps tailored for PwDs.

MATERIALS & METHODS

The consultation featured five disability-
specific working groups:

Visual Impairment

Hearing Impairment

Intellectual Disabilities

Multi-sensory Impairments

Orthopedic Impairments

Each group analyzed:

» Pre-voting challenges (e.g., registration,
awareness)

» Voting-day obstacles
access, assistance)

» Post-voting feedback and suggestions
for systemic change

Discussions ~ were  documented  and

synthesized into a strategic roadmap.

(e.g., physical

In Rajasthan:

» Total PwDs: Approximately 15.5 lakh

» PwDs as % of Rajasthan population:
~2.32%Statistical Inference

Based on these numbers, we can make the

following inferences:

1. Correlation Between Policy Intervention
and Voter Turnout:

Districts in Rajasthan where PwD-friendly

measures were adopted showed up to a 15%

increase in turnout among PwD voters

compared to 2014 levels.

2. Gaps in Implementation:

Despite policy mandates, only 60-75% of

booths became accessible post-2018,

showing partial implementation and the
need for full-scale rollout.

3. Disability Type and Voting Access:

e Voters with visual and locomotor
disabilities were better supported due to
Braille and ramps.

e Voters with hearing and intellectual
disabilities remain underserved due to
lack of sign-language interpreters and
simplified materials.

RESULT
Barriers Identified

1. Physical Barriers:
Inadequate ramps, inaccessible
buildings, absence of tactile markers,
and lack of priority queues.

2. Communication Barriers:
Voter IDs, ballots, and campaign
materials often lack Braille, sign
language, or audio-visual formats.

3. Policy Barriers:

Poor enforcement of RPWD Act
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS provisions; insufficient integration of
Demographics of Persons with Disabilities accessibility into electoral planning.
(India and Rajasthan) 4. Social Barriers:
» According to the Census of India 2011: Attitudinal ~ biases, stigma  about
» Total PwDs in India: 2.68 crore (26.8 decision-making ability, and limited
million) family/community support.
» Male: 1.49 crore
» Female: 1.18 crore Strategies Proposed
» PwDs as a percentage of total  Short-Term (Before 2019  General
population: 2.21% Elections):
» Polling booths in PwD institutions.
International Journal of Research and Review (ijrrjournal.com) 372

Volume 12; Issue: 8; August 2025



Rajvir et.al. Enhancing electoral participation for persons with disabilities: insights from Rajasthan’s state-

level consultation

» Use of sign-language interpreters and
Braille-enabled EVMs.

» Postal and online voting pilots.

» Mock demos for voting using accessible
formats.

Long-Term:

» Development of accessible voter
information mobile apps.
» PwD-specific ~ grievance  redressal

mechanisms.

» Reservation of seats or quotas for PwDs
in legislative bodies to ensure
representation.

DISCUSSION

The statistical analysis highlights both

progress and ongoing challenges in

enhancing electoral participation for Persons
with Disabilities (PwDs) in Rajasthan:

» Voter Registration and Turnout: After
the 2018 State-Level Consultation,
Rajasthan saw a 12-15% increase in
PwD voter registration and turnout
during the 2019 elections, reflecting the

positive impact of targeted
interventions.
» Accessibility Improvements: Physical

accessibility at polling booths improved
significantly—wheelchair access rose to
75%, and Braille-enabled EVMs to
40%. However, many booths remained
partially or completely inaccessible.

» Disability Type Disparities: Efforts
primarily focused on visible disabilities
(e.g., visual and locomotor). Voters with
hearing, speech, and intellectual
disabilities continued to face significant
barriers, due to lack of interpreters,

simplified materials, and inclusive
communication.
» Implementation Gaps: Improvements

were more evident in urban areas, with
rural and tribal regions lagging behind.
Incomplete rollout and lack of trained
personnel limited the overall impact.

» Data Limitations: The absence of
disaggregated and  comprehensive
electoral data for PwDs hindered
detailed impact analysis and planning.

Better data collection is essential for
informed policy-making.

» Key Takeaway: While the Rajasthan
initiative shows that targeted reforms
can enhance electoral inclusion,
sustained efforts, broader disability
coverage, and stronger implementation
are needed to achieve fully accessible
and inclusive elections.

CONCLUSION

Inclusive elections are essential for a
thriving  democracy. @ The  Rajasthan
consultation presents a valuable template for
systemic change. Ensuring electoral access
for PwDs is not merely a technical
challenge but a democratic imperative. With
coordinated efforts across legal,
technological, and social domains, India can
move toward becoming a global leader in
accessible democratic governance.
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